NJDOTers also 


hold public office. 
See page 2. 


For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


Governor ‘primes pump’ with transportation projects 


Keeping New Jersey working was a 
major theme of Governor Jim Florio’s 
recent “State of the State” message. 

“State government must be an engine 
that drives our economy,” Florio said. 
“Working with the men and women of 
our state’s businesses to create dynamic 
growth, I am determined to keep New 
Jersey working. 

“Our 1991 blueprint for action is 
three-pronged. First, getting immediate 
help to those people hit the hardest by the 
national economic downturn. Second, 
stimulating economic growth for the 
present and the future. And third, 
building for the future so that our children 
will have the same opportunity we’ve 


State to acquire 
Atlantic City Airport 


An agreement between state and local 
officials which will help create a South 
Jersey transportation hub and lead to the 
expansion of the Atlantic City Airport 
was announced recently by Governor Jim 
Florio. 

The agreement calls for the creation of 
a South Jersey Transportation Authority, 
through legislation, which will allow the 
state to own and operate the airport. 

“The airport means development for 
this area. Good development that will let 
this city blossom and grow,” said Florio, 
“This airport means jobs. And not just in 
construction.” 

Under the plan, the state will purchase 
83 acres from the city for $11.3 million 
and will also acquire the city’s interest in 
the 5,000 acres that make up the Federal 
Aviation Facility. 

The agreement paves the way for 
continued efforts between the state, 
Federal Aviation Administration and 
Atlantic City to expand airport operations 
and spur surrounding economic develop- 
ment. Expansion of the airport will boost 
tourism and promotion of the area as a 
resort, as well as increase the accessibility 
of the casino industry. The airport will 
serve as a major transportation center 
alternative on the East Coast. 


Governor Jim Florio ° 


known,” he said. “We’re going to prime 
the pump of our economy by making 
long-needed investments in our future.” 

Florio pointed with pride to the creation 
of the Transportation Executive Council 
(TEC) designed to end what he called 
“policy gridlock.” 

‘Perhaps the most important 
proposal by the TEC is its call for 
lifting the capon the Transportation 
Trust Fund,” Florio said. “By lifting 
the cap by about $200 million and 
spending other money we have avail- 
able, we’ll be able to improve our 
ports, airports and roads.” 

The Governor estimated that lifting the 
cap would generate over 7,000 new jobs. 


Governor Florio also set several goals 
for transportation: 

* Create a regional transportation 

authority to expand and operate 

Atlantic City International Airport and 

address the specific transportation 

needs of Southern New Jersey. 

¢ Continue road improvement projects, 

such as extending Route 18 to I-287 

and upgrading Route 1. 

e Improve connections to Newark 

Airport. 

° Upgrade ferry service across 

Delaware Bay. 

¢ Establish a fast-response traffic 

management team to address 

chronic traffic problems. 


‘ wx : 
’ ? 
j : Bay Ea Ze 
4 ay 
aM a i 
a; : 3 
é F tg ; 
, ae ; 
: $ i j 
is 


4 : 
| Sits, “ie dass “ea. “es ses, - ai Ma 


ee be 


Temporary bridge on Route 147 in North Wildwood 


marks the first step in the project. 


Temporary bridge keeps traffic moving 


A temporary bridge built on top of an 
existing bridge marked the first major 
construction on the $61 million Route 147 
Grassy Sound bridge replacement project 
in North Wildwood, Cape May County. 

According to Resident Engineer Bob 
Gaffin, the temporary bridge was built for 
two reasons. “The weight restriction on 
the old bridge was too low for the heavy 
equipment to use. In addition, it is the 
only road into North Wildwood so we had 
to minimize the impact on the area,” 
Gaffin said. 

Working around the clock, crews 
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excavated on both ends of the bridge. 
New 12"x12" timber mats were bolted 
together to support both ends of the new 
bridge. Then the new bridge was placed 
on top of the timbers so that no additional 
weight rests on the old bridge. 

“The temporary bridge came in sections 
just like a tinker toy,” said Gaffin. 

The pieces were assembled on top of 
the old bridge. Dirt was back-filled to 
raise the roadway to its new height, 
blacktop was put down and five days later 
the road was opened to traffic. The 
temporary bridge cost $500,000. 


° Commissioner Tom Downs 


Public service — it’s in their blood 


To some NJDOTers public service 
means more than doing their day-to-day 
job. After working hours, they continue 
to give of themselves by volunteering in 
their communities even running for local 
office. Public employees may hold an 
elected office only if there is no conflict 
of interest or federal funding involved 
with their jobs. Three such people are 
Tom Byme, Alex Brown and Charles 
Meyers. 

Tom Byrne, a Legislative Liaison with 
the Office of External Affairs, was elected 
to fill a one-year unexpired term as mayor 
of Spring Lake. As such, he heads a 
municipality with 55 employees. 

“Public service is in my blood,” said 
Byme. “TI ran for office because I thought 
I could make a difference.” 

Byrne cites dissatisfaction with his 
predecessor’s handling of a new police 
and fire facility and increasing property 
taxes as two of the reasons he got 
involved. He previously spent seven 
years serving on his local school board in 
addition to volunteering his time to work 
with baseball, basketball and soccer 
leagues. 

The NJDOT veteran spent almost 24 
years with the Right of Way division as a 
Principal R/W Appraiser in Freehold 
before assuming his present duties last 
year. 

Byme and his wife, Rita, have two 
children, Bryan, 15 and Kevin, 11. 

Alex Brown, Principal Area Coordina- 
tor in Community Involvement, was 
recently appointed to a three-year term on 
the Trenton School Board by Mayor 
Douglas Palmer. 

Brown previously served on the nine- 
member board in the early 1980s when its 
members were directly elected by the 
voters. He ran for office as a concerned 
parent because he and his wife, Rachel, 
had two sons in school. 

Now that sons, Alex Jr. and Isaac, are 


February is Black 
History Month. 


Tom Byrne, Charles Meyers and Alex Brown take time to discuss the trials and 


tribulations of holding a public office. 


finishing college, Browns’ motivation is 
one of concerned citizen and taxpayer. 

“T believe what the Governor said: 
‘Education is no more than opportunity,’ 
he said. “We have to motivate our 
children by showing them examples of 
what they can achieve by staying in 
school.” 

Brown hopes that the two or three 
meetings a week which he attends will 
help to improve safety and security in the 
schools as well as promote more creative 
programs that will motivate students to 
achieve. 

Charles Meyers, a 13-year NJDOT 
veteran, is Administrative Practices 
Officer for Management and Operations 
Analysis. He recently left office after 
serving six years as mayor of Pemberton, 
a municipality of 32,000 people in 
Burlington County. 

“I got involved because I hoped I could 


Check your bulletin 


board for special 
events and 
displays. 


help improve the lifestyle in my commu- 
nity,” he said. “It takes a lot of time and 
effort, which is not always appreciated by 
the people.” 

Although he suffered a defeat at the 
polls, Meyers points with pride to a 
municipal trash program, the Mirror Lake 
Dam and new water wells for the com- 
munity as major accomplishments of his 
administration. 

Bom in Panama, he spent 20 years in 
the Army before settling in New Jersey 
with his wife, Castalia. They have five 
children, Charles Jr., Alvazo, Edward, 
Carmen and Carla. 


Governor Jim Florio 
Commissioner Tom Downs 
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employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
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Appointments 


Albert P. Maiocchi, P.E., 
has been appointed Acting 
District Il Engineer, Local Aid, 
Newark. Maiocchi has been 
with the Department for 22 
_ years. He replaces John D. 
_ Brennan who is retiring after 
| 35 years of service. 

- New Arrivals 
Dennis Carlson, Project 
_ Engineer, Region II Construc- 
tion, and his wife, Donna, 
_ welcomed a daughter, Sarah, 
- born November 25. 
Robert Holland, Senior 

Engineer, Construction, Re- 
gion IV, and his wife, Diane, 
are the proud parents of a son, 
Max, born November 27. 


- Retiree Honored 


| Retiree Moray Epstein, 
former press secretary toCom- 
missioner John C. Kohl, was 
recently decorated by the So- 
viet government for service in 
the American Merchant Ma- 
Tine in WWII. Epstein was 
one of three people to receive 
_ medals for service on convoys 
of ships bringing food and 
supplies to the embattled Rus- 
sians at Murmansk. 


Engagements 


Diane Fowler, Radio Dis- 
patcher, Region III, was en- 
gaged to Don Riggs Jr. on 
December 23. A Fall ’91 
wedding is planned. 

Angelo Gatto, Mainte- 
nance Crew Supervisor, Crew 

422, McKee City, was en- 
gaged to Nadine Pastrone. A 
May ’91 wedding is planned. 


Retirees 


Harry A. Bonitz, Pr. Eng., 
Design & ROW, 44 yrs.; Jean 
S. Burd, Sec. Asst. II, Design 
& ROW, 44 yrs.; Carmen J. 
Pappaceno, Pr. Eng., Design 
& ROW, 43 yrs.; Floyd C. 
Sisco, Equip. Operator, C&M, 


43 yrs.; Frank J. Barrosa, Sr. 
Eng., Design & ROW, 41 yrs.; 
Albert J. Racciatti, Auditor 
II, Auditing & Accounting, 
41 yrs.; Raymond Pihs, Crew 
Supvr., C&M, 37 yrs.; Sav- 
erio P. Bosco, Reg. Const. 
Eng., C&M, 34 yrs.; Russell 
S. Stephenson, Manager of 
Proj. Location, Plan. & Dev., 
34 yrs.; Charles A. VanNess, 
Heavy Equip. Operator, 
C&M, 34 yrs.; Bruce E. Co- 
labaugh, Equip. Operator, 
C&M, 33 yrs.; Thomas C. 
Wilson, Equip. Operator, 
C&M, 33 yrs.; Edward W. 
Downs, Supvg. Bldg. Repairs, 
Support Services, 31 yrs.; 
Julian I. Groeller, Pr. Eng., 
C&M, 31 yrs.; Marie D. 
Hagen, Supvr. Occup. Health 
Svs., Human Resources, 31 
yrs.; Ralph Pappaceno, 
C&M Tech. I, C&M, 30 yrs.; 
Vincent Brigandi, Pr. Eng., 
Design & ROW, 27 yrs.; 
Frank J. DeBoskey, Pr. Eng., 
Design & ROW, 27 yrs.; John 
D. Brennan, Supvg. Eng., 
Local Gov't. Aid, C&M, 26 
yrs.; Alfred D’ Amelio, Truck 
Driver, C&M, 26 yrs.; Viola 
R. McLeod, Equip. Schedule 
Clerk, C&M, 26 yrs.; Joseph 
Paten, Asst. Crew Supvr., 
C&M, 26 yrs.; Joseph Crow- 
ell, Equip. Operator, C&M, 
23 yrs.; Gerald L. Lupke, 
Bridge Operator, C&M, 21 
yrs.; Donald E. Snyder, 
Equip. Operator, C&M, 21 
yrs.; Betty Haggerty, Project 
Specialist, Interagency Coor- 
dination, 20 yrs.; Juan Oritz- 
Rivera, Sr. Eng., C&M, 20 
yts.; Louis S. DiMarco, Crew 
Supvr., C&M, 14 yrs.; Char- 
les W. Rich, Aeronautical 
Oper. Specialist, Trans. Asst., 
13 yrs.; Michael Moscarello, 
Bldg. Maint. Coord., Support 
Svs., 10 yrs.; Edmund 
Jacondin, Bridge Operator, 
C&M, 8 yrs.; Harry G. 
White, Bridge Operator, 
C&M, 7 yrs. 


Persian Gulf update: 


More NJDOTers called to active duty 


Five more NJDOTers have been called to active duty in the 
Persian Gulf. They are: 
Jose Garcia, Engineering Technician IV, Bureau of 
Maintenance; 
Julius Oroszvary, Supervising Planner, Transportation, Bureau 
of Project Planning and Development; 
Timothy Rudolph, Landscape Technician, Crew 152, 
Bridgewater; 
Anthony Testa, C& M Technician, II, Region I Materials; and 
John Larkin, Senior Railroad Inspector, Design and ROW. 


A note from the Gulf 


To all my friends at NJDOT: 

I received your gift box and the card signed by everyone. I 
was very touched by your thoughtfulness. Thanks so much, 

My job on the night shift is over. I am being reassigned to a 
new position in a very forward location where I will be respon- 
sible for coordinating all transportation movement in the area. 
(For the ex-military in the crowd it's equivalent to a battalion 
command). 


Emmett O'Hare 
Director, Division of Aeronautics 
NJDOT 


(Editor's note: Emmett O'Hare is a Major in the Army 
Reserve. He is currently on active duty as part of Operation 
Desert Storm.) 
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NJDOTers donate holiday gifts. This past holiday 
season the Office of First Lady Lucinda Florio sponsored a gift 
drive for less fortunate children in New Jersey. According to one 
coordinator, Olga Zeleznock, Sec. Asst. II, Bureau of Records and 
Services, more than 12 boxes of gifts were collected from NJDOT 
employees. 


Keep sending those Good News forms. 


Can you genus. this ‘Moment in History’? 


Many highway projects impact on 
existing rail lines. If you can identify this 
photograph, send your answer in writing 

along with your name, title and unit to 
Transporter, Headquarters, Trenton. It is 
not necessary to send the Transporter 
photograph with your answer. Please submit 
your answers by February 9. 

Only seven DOTers correctly identified 

the photograph of the Route 78 viaduct in 
Newark. The correct replies came from 
Bruce T. Abbott, Resident Engineer, 
Region III, Construction; Peter Celentano, 
Area Supervisor, Region II; Clifford A. 
Ellis, Director, Regional Design, Trenton; 
Herman J. Krieg, Project Engineer, Region 
II Construction; Raymond Kropinack, Sr. 
R/W Appraiser, Newark; Henry Soloway, 
Project Engineer, Region I Design, 
Newark; Tom Thatcher, Policy Analysis, 
Trenton. 


What's your EQ? 


How to respond to a pre-paid seminar invitation 


The following is the second in a series 
of articles discussing hypothetical 
ethical problems. These have been 
prepared by the Department’ s Ethics 
Liaison Officer, Jeff Stoolman, to help 
you avoid potential embarrassment or 
job-threatening problems. 

Situation #2: 

Do you know what to do if you 
receive a paid invitation to a seminar? 
For example: 

Allen Attendee is an NJDOT Regional 
Maintenance Engineer. Yesterday, he 
received an invitation from the South 
Jersey Asphalt Pavers Association 
(SJAPA) to attend its annual one-day 
seminar on new technologies in the 
asphalt industry. The seminar is 
scheduled to be held in Atlantic City, 


New Jersey 
Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue, CN 600 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600 


with a registration fee of $50 and a 
luncheon charge of $25. The SJAPA sent 
complimentary registrations and luncheon 
passes to Allen and two other state 
employees. Upon receiving the invitation 
and complimentary registration and meal 
tickets, Allen should: 

A. Notify his supervisor within a 
week of the event, and, if the supervisor 


agrees, attend the seminar. 

B. Submit a written request to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Finance and 
Administration for permission to attend 
the seminar, at least two weeks before 
the seminar, copying his supervisor and 
the Ethics Liaison Officer. 

C. Make a decision on his own as 
to any ethics problems regarding 
attending the seminar. 


Best Choice 

B. __Inorder to allow for the careful 
processing of employee attendance, this 
procedure has been established in the 
NJDOT Code of Ethics. Any questions 
concerning attendance at outside events 
should be directed to the NJDOT Ethics 
Office at (609) 530-2064. 
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